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From. adj. 

1. Made of iron. . • ■ 

In iron walls they deem’d me not fecure. Shakefp. H. V L 
Get me an iron crow, and bring it ftraight 
Unto my cell. Shakefp. Romeo and Juliet. 

Some are of an iron red, fhining, and polite; others not 
polite, but as if powdered with iron duft. Wlodward. 

Poll-cats and weefels do a great deal of injury to warrens : 
the way of taking them is in hutches, and iron traps. Mortim. 

2. Refembling iron in colour. 

A piece of ftone of a dark iron grey colour, but in fome 
parts of a ferruginous colour. Wolodward onFoffils. 

Some of them are of an iron red, and very bright. Woodw. 

•5. Harfh; fevere; rigid; miferable; calamitous: as, the iron 
age, for an age of hardfhip and wickednefs. Thefe ideas may 
be found more or lefs in all the following examples. 

Three vigorous virgins, waiting ftill behind 
Aflift the throne of th’ iron fcepter’d king. 

O fad virgin, that thy power 
Might bid the foul of Orpheus ling 
Such notes as warbled to the firing. 

Drew iron tears from Pluto s cheek, 

And made hell grant what love did feek. 

In all my iron years of wars and dangers, 

From blooming youth down to decaying age. 

My fame ne’er knew a ftain of difhonour. 

Jove crufh the nations with an iron rod. 

And ev’ry monarch be the fcourge of God. 

4, Indiffoluble; unbroken. 

Rafh Elpenor, in an evil hour, 

Dry’d an immeafurable bowl, and thought 
T’ exhale his furfeit by irriguous deep, 

Imprudent: him death’s iron deep oppreft. 

5. Hard; impenetrable. 

I will converfe with iron witted fools. 

And unrefpeftive boys: none are for me, 

That look into me with confid’rate eyes. 

To Fron. v. a. [from the noun.J 

1. To fmooth with an iron. 

2. To fhackle with irons. „ ,. 

Iro'nical. adj. [ironique, Fr. from irony.] Exprefling one thing 

and meaning another; (peaking by contraries. 

In this fallacy may be comprifed all ironical mifiakes, or 
expreflions receiving inverted fignideations. 

I take all your ironical civilities in a literal fenfe, and fhall 
exped them to be literally performed. hwift. 

Iro'nically. adv. [from ironical] By the ufe of irony. 

Socrates was pronounced by the oracle of Delphos to be the 
wifeft man of Greece, which he would turn from himfelf 
ironically, faying, there could be nothing in him to verify the 
oracle, except this, that he was not wife, and knew it; and 
others were not wife,, and knew it not. ' Bacon. 

The dean, ironically grave. 

Still fhunn’d the fool, and lafli d the knave. . _ WI J 
Ironmonger, n.f: [iron and monger.] A dealer in iron. 

I ronwood. n.f. A kind of wood extremely hard, andfc) pon¬ 
derous as to fink in water. It grows in America. Rob. Crujo. 
Z'aoNWORT. n.f. [fderitis, Latin.] It is a plant with a labiated 
flower, confiding of one leaf, whofe upper lip or beard is 
divided into three parts: out of the flower-cup nfes the pointal, 
attended, as it were, by four embryoes; which afterward turn 
to fo many oblong feeds, (hut up 111 an hufk, which before was 
the flower-cup: to thefe marks muft be added, the flowers 
growing in whorles at the wings of the leaves, which are cut 
like a creft, and differ from the other leaves of the plant. Mill, 
Irony, adj. [from iron.] Made of iron; partaking of iron. 
The force they are under is real, and that of their fate but 
imaginary: it is not ftrange if the irony chains; have more 
folidity than the contemplative. Hammond’s Fundamentals. 

Some fprings of Hungary, highly impregnated with vitno- 
lick falts, difiblve the body of one metal, fuppofe iron, put 
into the fpring; and depofite, in lieu of the , irony Prides car¬ 
ried off, coppery particles. , Woodward on Foffils 

IRONY, n.f [ironic, Fjr. I t^moo.] A mode of fpeech in 
which the meaning is contrary to the words : as, Bohnjroke 

was a holy man. r n 11 

So grave a body, upon fo folemn an occafion, fhould not 

deal in irony, or explain their meaning by contraries. wtj . 

Irra'diance. 1 r [ i r radiance, French ; irradio, Latin.] 
Irra'diancy. j ^ 

1, Emiflion of rays or beams of light upon any objeCL 

The principal affection is its tranflucency; the uraian&y 
and fparkling, found in many gems, is not difcoverable in 
^ his> P ° Browns Vulgar Errours. 

2. Beams of light emitted. 

Love not the heav’nly fpirits ? Or do they mix ^ 
Irradiance / virtual, or immediate touch ? Mat . 1 ai . £/ * 

To Irra'jdiate. v.a. [ irradio, Latin.] 

7 To adorn with light emitted upon it; to brighten. 

When he thus perceives that thefe opacous bodies do 
hinder the eye from judging light to have an equal plenary 
diffiifion through the whole place it irradiates, he can have no 


difficulty to allow air, that is diaphanous, to be every where 
mingled with light. E)igby on Bodies 

It is not a converting but a crowning grace ; fuch an one 
as irradiates and puts a circle of glory about the head of him 
upon whom it defeends. South, 

2. To enlighten intelleftually ; to illumine; to illuminate. 

Celeftial light 

Shine inward, and the mind through all her pow’rs 
Irradiate ; there plant eyes: all miff from thence 
Purge and difperfe. Milton’s Paradife LoJl, h. iii, 

3. To animate by heat or light. 

Ethereal or folar heat muft digeft, influence, irradiate, and 
put thofe more Ample parts of matter into motion. . 

4. To decorate with fhining ornaments. 

No weeping orphan faw his father’s ftore 
Ourfhrines irradiate, or imblaze the floor. p 6 p el 

IrradiaVion. n.f. [irradiation, Fr. from irradiate.] 


2 . 


The aft of emitting beams of light. 

If light were a body it fhould drive away the air, which is 
likewife a body, wherever it is admitted; for within the whole 
fphere of the irradiation of it, there is no point but light is 
found. _ Digby on Bodies. 

The generation of bodies is not effected by irradiation , or 
anfwerably unto the propagation of light; but herein atranf- 
lniflion is made materially from fome parts, and ideally from 
every one. Brown s Vulgar Errours, 

Illumination; intellectual light. 

The means of derivation and immediate union of thefe in¬ 
telligible objefts to the underflanding, are fometimes divine 
and fupernatural, as by immediate irradiation or revelation. 

Hales Origin of Mankind. 
IRRATIONAL; adj. [irrationality Latin.] 

1. Void of reafon; void of underflanding; without the dif- 
courfive faculty. 

Thus began 

Outrage from lifelefs things; but difeord flrft, 

Daughter of fin, among th 5 irrational 

Death introduc’d. Milton’s Paradift LoJl . 

He hath eat’n, and lives, 

And knows, and fpeaks, and reafons and difeerns; 
Irrational ’till then. Milt Paradife LoJl,-l. ix. 

2. Abfurd; contrary to reafon. 

Since the brain is only a part tranfmittent, and that humours 
oft are precipitated to the lungs before they arrive to the brain, 
no kind of benefit can be effected from fo irrational an apph- 
ca ti on> Harvey on Confumptim. 

I (hall quietly fubmit, not wifhing fo irrational a thing as 
that every body fhould be deceived. °P e ' 

Irrationality, n.f [from irrational] Want of reafon. 
Irrationally, adv. [from irrational.] Without reafon; 

abfurdly. __ , 

Irreclaimable, adj. [f* and reclaimable.] Not to be re¬ 
claimed ; not to be changed to the better. 

As for obftinate, irreclaimable, profefled enemies, we mu t 

expeft their calumnies will continue. Addifon s Freehold . 
Irreconcilable, adj. [irreconciliable, Yr in uidrecomube.] 

1. Not to be reconciled ; not to be appealed. 

Wage eternal war, 

Irreconcilable to our grand foe. _ „ mpn r • but 

A weak unequal fadtion may animate a b “. 

when it grows equal in ftrength, and irreconcilable by «£» 

fity, it cannot end without fome crifis. another. 

There are no faftions, though irreconcilable to on 
that are not united in their afteftion to you. 

2. Not to be made confident. It has« »■ ' the 

As die was drialy virtuous herfelf, fo die alw | P 
bed condruaion upon the words and aStons of h ^ 
hours, except where they were ^ecmedobte y the m 

honedy and decency. f "'L fofh Llklmon- 

Since the fenfe I oppofe > s / tte " de \ W ‘^/“ C n h v gt Ur 
cilabli abfurdities, I prefume I need not otta 'ai y ■ 
in fupport of the one, or in difproof o j s irrtcM- 

This edential power of gravitation or attr.dt 
ciltAle with the atheid’s own doflnne of a cha . 

All that can be tranfmitted from the ^ 
countable, and irreconcilable to any fy cm Jmpofli' 

Irreconcilableness. n : f [from irreconcilable .J P 

bility to be reconciled. T n a mannet 

Irreconcilably, adv. [from irreconcila e.j 

not admitting reconciliation. atoned. 

IrrecoNci'led. adj. [in and reconciled.] Shakefp’ 

A fervant dies in many ureconciled lniquiti 
Irreco'verable. adj. [in and recovera ej ^ 

1. Not to be regained; not to be reftored . P tl ‘ moment juft 

Time, in a natural fenfe, is irrecovera .e • Roger 5, 

fled by us, it is impoflible to recall. 

2. Not to be remedied. r , • 0 f principal 

The irrecoverable lofs of fo many 1 S Roike r - 

value. ,. . .-Op a way his f° u ^ 

It concerns every man, that would not tr ^ :g rc a»eft 

d fool himfelf into irrecoverable mifery, Ser 0 n! '. 


and 


ferioufnefs to enquire. 
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adv. [from irrecoverable.] Beyond reco- 


Irreco'verably 

VCr ' V b^larkT^^, dark amid’ the blaze of noon; 

IrrmnfrM dark, tool ecl.pfe, Agmifles , 

TheCTedit of X Exchequer is irrecoverably lod by diHaft 

lRRWcTBLE he 4 ''’[hlXd reducible.] Not to be brought or 

reduced. ob( . ervations p eem t0 argUe t he corpufcles of mr to 

be irreducible into water. or trrt^ 

Irrefracabi'lity. n.f. [from irrefragable.] Strength of 

argument not to be refuted. it.’. 

TRREFRA'GABLE. adj. [irrefragabdis, fchool Latin; irre¬ 
fragable, Fr ] Not to be confuted; fuperior to argumental 

^Stron^'and irrefragable the evidences of Chriftianity muft 
be : they who refilled them would refift every thmg. Atterbury. 

The danger of introducing unexperienced men was urged 
as an irrefragable reafon for working by (lo* ; degrees. Swift. 
Irrefra'gably. adv. [from irrefragable.] With force above 

confutation. . . « r> 

That they denied a future ftate is evident from bt. raul s 
reafonings, which are of no force but only on that fuppofition, 
as Origen largely and irrefragably proves. Atterbury. 

Irrefutable, adj. [irrejutabilis, Latin.] Not to be over¬ 
thrown by argument. 

IRREGULAR, adj. [ irregulier , Fr. irregularis, Latin.] 

1. Deviating from rule, cuftom, or nature. 

The am’rous youth 
Obtain’d of Venus his defire, 

Howe’er irregular his fire. Prior. 

2. Immethodical; not confined to any certain rule or order. 

This motion feems excentrique and irregular , yet not well 
to be refitted or quieted. King Charles. 

Regular 

Then moft, when moft irregular they feem. Milton . 

The numbers of pindariques are wild and irregular, and 
fometimes feem harfh and uncouth. Cowley. 

3. Not being according to the laws of virtue. A foft word for 
vitious. 

Irregul a'rity. n.f. [irregularite,Yx. from irregular.] 

1. Deviation from rule. 

2. Negleft of method and order. 

This irregularity of its unruly and tumultuous motion might 
afford a beginning unto the common opinion. Brown. 

As thefe vaft heaps of mountains are thrown together with 
fo much irregularity and confufion, they form a great variety 
of hollow bottoms. Addifon on Italy. 

3. Inordinate praftice. 

Religion is fomewhat lefs in danger of corruption, while 
the finner acknowledges the obligations of his duty, and is 
alhamed of his irregularities. Rogers’s Sermons. 

Irre'gularly. adv. [from irregular.] Without obfervation 
of rule or method. 

Phaeton, 

By the wild courfes of his fancy drawn, 

From Eaft to Weft irregularly hurl’d, 

Firft fet on fire himfelf, and then the world. Dry den jun. 

Your’s is a foul irregularly great, 

Which wanting temper, yet abounds with heat. Dryden. 
It may give fome light to thofe whofe concern for their lit¬ 
tle ones makes them fo irregularly bold as to confult their own 
reafon, in the education of their children, rather than to rely 
upon old cuftom. Locke. 

To Irre'gulate. v.a. [from in and regula, Latin.] To 
make irregular; to diforder. 

Its fluctuations are but motions fubfervient, which winds, 
fhelves, and every interjacency irregulates. Brown’s Vulg. Err. 
Irre'lative. adj. [in and relativus, Latin.] Having no re¬ 
ference to any thing; Angle ; unconnefted. 

Separated by the voice of God, things in their fpecies came 
out in uncommunicated varieties, and irrelative feminalities. 

T Browns Vulgar Errours. 

IRRELIGION. n.f. [irreligion, Fr. in and religion.] Contempt 
o t religion ; impiety. r 

The weapons with which I combat irreligion are already 
confecrated. Dryden 

We behold every inftance of prophanenefs and irrelmon 
not only committed, but defended and gloried in. Rogers. 
Irreli'gious. adj. [irreligieux, Fr. in and religious.] 

*• Contemning religion ; impious. 

The illue of an irretigum Moor. Sbaiefp. Tit. Andron. 
VY hoever fees thefe irreligious men. 

With burthen of a ficknefs weak and faint, 

But hears them talking of relioion then 
And vowing of their fouls to ev’rv faint. Davies 

Shame and reproach is generally the portion of the impious 

2 ci r’r • South’s Sermons. 

2. Contrary to religion. 

,„^n l,e j ein tl ' atScri P ture ftandeth not the church of God in 
any fread, or ferveth nothing at all to direfl, but may be let 
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pals as needlefs to be confulted with, we judge it 

p “i 

Irremeable, adj. [ irremeabilis , Latin ] Admitting no re¬ 


turn. 


the chief without delay 


in 


and 


Dryden. 
remediable. ] 


The keeper charm’d, 

Pafs’d on, and took th’ irremeable way. 

Irremediable, adj. [inemed;able,Ex. ; 

Admitting no cure; not to be remedied. 

They content themfelves with that which was the irremediable 
error of former times, or the neceffity of the prefent h ^caft 

UP A fieddv hand, in governing of military affairs, is more 
requifite than in times of peace, becauie an error 

i0 Si:^tout, uniefs it lead to fome fatal 
and irremediable mifehief, be fure you adviie only as a 
friend Locke. 

Irreme'diably. adv. [from irremediable.] Without cure. 

It happens to us irremediably and inevitably, that we may 
perceive thefe accidents are not the fruits of our labour, but 
gifts of God. Taylor’s Worthy Communicant . 

Irremi'ssible. adj. [in and remitt0, Eat. irremiJJible,Yrtneh .] 
Not to be pardoned. 

Irremi'ssibleness. n.f. [from irremiffible] The quality ot 
being not to be pardoned. 

Thence arifes the aggravation and irremiffiblenefs of the 
p in> Hammond on Fundamentals. 

Irremo'vable. adj. [in and remove.] Not to be moved; 
not to be changed. 

He’s irremovable , 

Refolv’d for flight. Shakefp. Winter’s Tale, 

IrrenoVvned. adj. [in and renown.] Void of honour. 

For all he did was to deceive good knights, 

And draw them from purfuit of praife and tame 
To fluggifh floth and fenfual delights. 

And end their days with irrenowned flhame. Fairy Fjjueen. 
Irre'parable. adj. [ irreparabilis, Lat. irreparable, Fr.] Not 
to be recovered ; not to be repaired. 

Irreparable is the lofs, and patience fays it is not paft her 
cure. Shakefp. Tempejl: 

Toil’d with lefs irreparable. Miltoyi. 

It is an irreparable injuftice we are guilty of, when we are 
prejudiced by the looks of thofe whom we do not know. Addif. 

The ftory of Deucalion and Pyrrha teaches, that piety and 
innocence cannot mifs of the divine protection, and that the 
only lofs irreparable is that of our probity. Garth. 

Irre parably, adv. [from irreparable.] Without recovery; 
without amends. 

Such adventures befall artifts irreparably. Boyle. 

The cutting off that time induftry and gifts, whereby fhe would 
be nourifhed, were irreparably injurious to her. Dec. of Piety . 
IrrepleViable. adj. [in and replevy.] Not to be redeemed-. 
A law term. 

Irreprehe'nsible. adj. [irreprehenfible, Fr. irreprehenfibilis, 
Latin.] Exempt from blame. 

Irreprehe'nsibly. adv. [from irreprehenfible .] Without blame. 
Irreprese'ntable. adj. [in and reprejent.] "Not to be figured 
by any reprefentation. 

God’s irreprefentable nature doth hold againft making images 
of God. Stillngfieet . 

Irrepro'achable. adj. [in and reproachable ] Free from 
blame; free from reproach. 

He was a ferious fincere Chriftian, of an innocent, irre¬ 
proachable, nay, exemplary life. Atterbury. 

Their prayer may be, that they may raife up and breed as 
irreproachable a young family as their parents have done. Pope. 
Irreproachably, adv. [from irreproachable.] Without 
blame; without reproach. 

Irrepro'veable. adj. [in and reproveable.] Not to be blamed; 
irreproachable. 

Irresistibility, n.f [from irref/Hble] Power or force 
above oppofition. 

Thedoftrine of irrefiftibillty of grace, in working whatfo- 
ever it works, if it be acknowledged, there is nothing to be 
affixt to gratitude. Hammond on Fundamental*. 

Irresistible, adj. [trrefyhble, Fr. in and rejiflible.] SuDe- 
nour to oppofition. J ^ 

F L“ r d °' h ,? r0W from an a PP r ^nCon of the Deity, indued 
with ivrejijlible power to hurt j and isofail affetfions, anger 
excepted the unapteft to admit conference with reafon. lick. 
In mighty quadrate join’d 

Of union irrefiflible. MV ton 

rIT ° f iS , in , Wa ^ ac k now ledgment of an holy jutt 
B Th S ;recT e l W ' th and "refiftiUe power. Till fin. 

ration i C , a b u n ° d ' fferen 5 e in the futjeas, where the appli¬ 
cation 1, almighty and irrefijhble, as in creation. RoL , 
Won by the charm 

Of goodnefs irrefiflible, (he bluff’d cpnfent. Thomfim. 

Irresistibly. 
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